This report describes two patients with Rathke's cleft cyst in whom spontaneous reduction could be demonstrated with magnetic resonance (MR) imaging. The first patient was a 31-year-old woman and the second patient was a 17-year-old girl. Both patients complained of headache.
On plain skull films, the sella turcica was enlarged and a double floor was observed. At the time of onset of symptoms, a T1-weighted magnetic resonance (MR) image revealed a hypointense mass in the cella turcica and a T2-weighted MR image showed a hyperintense mass. A gadolinium-enhanced T1-weighted MR image revealed a cyst visualized as a ring enhancement. A computed tomographic (CT) scan revealed no calcification (Fig. 1) . A second MR examination was performed 5 weeks after onset and revealed a reduction of the cyst (Fig. 2) On plain skull films, the sella turcica was enlarged and a double floor was observed. At the initial examination, a T1-weighted MR image showed a hypointense mass, a T2-weighted MR image showed a hyperintense mass, and a gadolinium-enhanced TI-weighted MR image showed ring enhancement (Fig. 3) . Headache was the only symptom. Endocrine symptoms were also absent. Therefore, no surgical procedure was performed and the patient was closely observed. Headache gradually improved, and a MR image obtained 5 weeks after onset revealed cyst regression and disappearance of compression of the chiasma opticum (Fig. 4) . Continued observation detected no enlargement of the cyst.
Discussion
According to Shanklin1,2), 13% to 22% of autopsy cases have a Rathke's cleft cyst. Owing to advances in imaging diagnosis, the frequency of diagnosis of Rathke's cleft cyst is increasing3-5), but numerous points regarding its spontaneous course remain unclarified. This condition is now usually treated surgically in most hospital6-8)). Ishii 
